Northallerton 


Urban  District. 


N  ORTHALLERTON, 

January  31st,  1910. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1909. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  contents  of  this  Report,  which  I  again  have  the  honour  of 
presenting,  will,  I  venture  to  say,  be  agreeable  to  you,  containing,  as 
it  doesi,  health  statistics  and  a  record  of  sanitary  work  in  hand  which 
will  compare  favourably  with  any  preceding  year  in  the  history  of  the 
town. 


Population. 

The  population,  estimated  toi  the  middle  of  last  year,  which  is 
to  serve  as  the  basis  on  which  our  birth  and  death  rates  arc  calculated, 
is  4,211,  shewing  an  increase  of  202  since  the  census  of  1901.  When 
our  next  census  is  taken  I  believe  this1  will,  if  anything,  be  an  under¬ 
estimate. 

Table  1 . 
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Inhabited  Houses. 
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988 

4*05 

4009 
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4-04 

4035 

1903 
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1057 

1904 

1018 
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3-67 
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1131 

366 
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1908 

1147 

3*64 

4181 

1909 

1160 

,3*63 

4211 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  registered  a&  having  actually  occurred  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  all  of  which,  however,  do  not  belong  to  the  district,,  number  73. 
Of  these  ,17  occurred  in  public  institutions,  nine  of  whom  were  non- 
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residents!.  When  this  correction  isi  made,  our  deaths  belonging  to  the' 
area  are  reduced  to  64,  giving  a.  death  rate  Of  15  2  per  1,000 
estimated  population,  against  a  ten  years’  average  of  14* 2. 


Of  thlei  total  deaths,  the  unusually  large!  number  of  26  reached 
the  mature  age  of  701  years  and  over  ;  6  of  these  were  70  to  75  ;  8  were 
75  to  80;  8  were  80  to  85  ;  2,  85  to  90  ;  and  2,  90  to  95  years  of  age. 
The  73  deaths  are  divided  in  39  males  and  34  females.  The  average 
age  at  death  of  the  males  is  52' 1  years,  and  the  female  average  50' 7 
years;  the  average  age  of  the  whole  being  51 '5  years,  which  is  the 
highest  for  the  past  ten  years  with  the  exception  of  1907. 


Amongst  general  diseases,  4  deaths  were  due  to  Tubercular 
Diseases,  8  to  Cancer,  5  to  Pneumonia,  5  to  Bronchitis  and  other 
respiratory  diseases.,  1  to  Alcoholism,  6  to  Heart.  Diseases,  2  ton  Acci¬ 
dents,  and  38  to  causes  not  classified,  and  mostly  due  to  senile  decay. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  year  shews  a  decrease  in  infant  mortality.  The  total  is  8, 
which  gives  an  infant  mortality  of  68  3  per  1,000  births 
registered,  against  a  ten  years’  average  of  99*4.  Of  these  deaths 
3  occurred  before  the  age  of  one  month.  As  to  causation  one  wa.s  due 
to  Premature  Birth,  5  to  Debility,  one  to-  Pneumonia,  and  one  only  to 
Diarrhoea  or  Enteritis.  This  is  satisfactory,  as  the  cause  of  this 
summer  diarrhoea  in  infants  is  due  to  food  contamination,  the  result 
of  insanitary  surroundings.  The  cool  summer,  however,  may  have 
acted  as  a  preventive.  One  of  the  eight  deaths  was  that  of  an 
illegitimate  child. 

Table  3. 

Infantile  Deaths. 

8  hours,  Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  1 

1  day,  Marasmus  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1  month,  General  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2  months,  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Zymotic  Death.  Rate. 


No 
ra-.sei ; 
diseases 
culosis  o 


lie  U tJctlli  Avatu.  ,  . 

death  during  the  year  has  been  caused  by  infectious 

our  zymotic  death,  rate- is  thereiore  ml.  T1 

Whooping  Cough  caused  one  death,  Influenza  on  , 

.{  Lungs  3,  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  one  death. 

Table  4.  _ 

Zymotic  Death  1\  ate. 

(notifiable). 
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Year. 
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Death  Rate. 
18‘0 
13*2 
12-8 
17*7 
11*2 
15-3 
15-2 
13-2 
13-6 
15-2 


O'- 41 


0-23 


Births. 

There  have 


been  1 1 7  births  registered,  giving 


birth  rate 

10 

>8 

LnhesTehtimate:,  and  4  males  and  3  females  illegitimate-.  Our  birth 
rate  this  fear  has  fallen,  a  little-  below  the  previous  standard  ot  double 

the  death  rate. 


of  27  7  per  1,000  estimated  population,  the  average  10 

WW&  rate  being  28.  .The  births  consisted  at  5  males  ami  - 


General  Health. 

Your  area  hasi  continued  throughout  the  year  in  a  very  healtiy 
condition,  the  cold  sunless  summer  no-  doubt  helping  to  preven  ,  sue  \ 
er,idemic  diseases  as  Typhoid  Fever  and  summer  Diarrhoea  in  child  cm 
Thenast  year  has  been  a  record  one  for  the  small  number  of  cases  ot 
hiCcWshsease-s  notified.  They  total  8  only  The  11^— i  m 
this  direction  during  the-  past  few  years  is  best  realised  by  ex-mu 
and  comparing  this  year’s  total  with  the)  post  ten  years  average  It 
vehTikih-8  its  compared  with  34'5.  Tins  is  a,  record  ot  which 
•we  should  be  proud.  The  first  six  months  of  the 

sheet  in  this,  respect,  with  the  exception  of  one  case  of  Erysipelas  n 
.Tune  :  and  during  the  closing  three  months  of  the  year  we  were  .  b. 
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free  from,  these  infectious  diseases,  seven  of  tire  eight  eases  occurring 
during  the  months  July  and  September.  During  January  and 
February  we  had  the  usual  visitation  of  Influenza,  and  some  Pneumonia, 
but  the  cases  were  not  of  a  severe  type  or  so  numerous.  During  March 
and  April  Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent,  and  during  March, 
April,  July,  and  August  Measles  of  a  very  virulent  kind  was  widespread 
in  the  district.  It  is  most  fortunate  no-  deaths  in  infants  were  attribu¬ 


table  to  this  diseasie,  and  this  may  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  most  severe!  cases  occurred  during  the  warmer  months, 
when  the  tendency  to  the  complications  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  was 
much  diminished  by  the  warm  atmosphere. 


Table  5 


Jan, 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May  J  une 

Diphtheria 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  .  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

...  ... 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

1 

Nov.  Dec. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept,. 

Oct. 

Total 

Diphtheria  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

... 

.  ,  .  . 

1 

2 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  . . . 

2 

2 

4 

Erysipelas 

... 

1 

1 

9 

4 

8 

Diphtheria. 

One  case  only — a  girl  of  sixteen,  and  the  disease  was  probably 
contracted  at.  home,  where  the  ashpit  was  wet  and  foul.  This  is  the 
smallest  amount  of  Diphtheria  in  one  year  since  records  of  your  area 
Inn  e  been  kept.  I  think  it  wise  to  recapitulate  the  advice  and  warning 
to  parents  and  teachers  given  in  previous  annual  reports,  as  bv 
following  this  advice  outbreaks  may  be  kept  in  check,  viz.  :  — 

It  is  important  when  Diphtheria  is  prevalent  that  the  throats 
•  >f  ailing  children  should  be  examined  by  their  parents,  as  it  is  not 
uncommon  in  Diphtheria!  for  a  child  not  to  draw  attention  to-  or 
complain,  of  the  throat  until  the  disease  is  well  advanced  in  severe  cases, 
or  not  at  all  in  mild  ones.  It  is  undetected  cases  of  this  kind  which 
spread  t lie  disease  to  other's!,  particularly  if  allowed  to-  go  to  school 
under  the/  impression  that  the  child  is  suffering  from  some  trifling 
ai  ment.  lining  outbieaks,  of  this  kind  it  is  the  duty  of  parents  to 
regularly  examine  the  throats  of  their  children.” 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Two  cases,  children  in  one  household,  contracted  the  disease  at 
the  seaside,  which  developed  after  their  return  home.  They  were 
treated  at  home,  the  usual  precautions  being-  taken. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

F our  cases  in  all,  two  during'  August  and  two  during  September. 
Of  the  former  one  was  probably  contracted  at  home  from  an  insanitary 
privy  ashpit,  and  of  the  latter  one  a  boy  had  been  bathing  in  the 
beck  which,  might  cause  the  disease.  In  the  other  case  the  cause  could 
not  be  traded,  as:  the  patient  spent  his  days  at.  Thornaby,  returning  to 
Northallerton  for  nights:  only.  All  cases  recovered,,  and  one  was 
isolated  in  the  iron  fever  hospital  in  its  temporary  position.  This  was 
the  only  case  isolated  in  the  Fever  Hospital  during  the  year.  Typhoid 
pails  were  supplied  as  usual  to  those  cases  not.  removed. 

The  Fever  Hospital  in  Thirsk  Road,  was'  closed  on  May  13th, 
as  it  was  adjacent  to  the  main  road,,  and  was  not:  in  other  respects 
suitable  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease,  especially  as  the  town 
wasi  spreading  and  houses;  are  being  built  in  the  immediate  neighbour¬ 
hood.  It  wasi  kept  in  readiness  to  receive  patients  on  short:  notice 
until  the  time  of  its  closure.  Previous,  to  this,  asi  mentioned  in  my 
last  annual  report.,  the  Urban  Council  purchased  a  desirable  site,  of 
about,  two:  acres,  in  a.  most,  suitable  and  convenient,  position,  in  the 
same  field  as  the  Rural  District  Council  have1  this  year  erected  their 
new  Fever  Hospital.  In  the.  meantime  the  corrugated  iron  hospital 
(which  was  provided  ini  the  event  of  Small  Po.x  some  years  a.go)  has 
been  utilised  so  far  on  a,  temporary  foundation  on  the  above  site,  for 
the  reception  of  the  only  case  isolated  during  the  year.  The  Urban 
and  Rural  Councils  are  about,  to  negotiate  as:  to  the  best  method  of 
working  the  two*  hospitals  on  some!  plan  mutually  advantageous,  to  each 
other  asi  in  the  past,  and  the  best  position  on  which  to  place  on  a 
permanent  foundation  the  Urban  Hospital  above  spoken  of. 

Table  6 . 


URBAN 

HOSPITAL. 

RURAL  HOSPITAL. 

Urban 

Rural 

Ur  ha 

li  Rural  Hosnital 

Year. 

Cases. 

Case's. 

Closed. 

Cases.  Cases.  Closed. 

1899 

...  12  . 

5 

4  mths. 

11 

3  ...  7  mths. 

1900 

8  . 

8  ... 

6  wks. 

6 

4  ...  9  „ 

1901 

...  10  . 

5 

5  mths. 

9 

8  ...  5f 

1902 

7 

.  12  ... 

c/i 

£ 

00 

4 

5  permanently  in  May 

1903 

...  19  . 

1 

5  mths. 

1904 

...  5 

1 

1905 

4  . 

0  ... 

9  „ 

1906 

1 

0  ... 

49  wks. 

1907 

0 

2  ... 

9  mths. 

1 908 

5 

1  ... 

6  „ 

1909 

1  . 

0  ... 

11  „ 

72 

35 

71  mths. 

30 

20  28  mths. 

Total  ini 

11  years — 

-Urban  Cases, 

102  ;  Rural  Casesi,  55. 
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Control  of  Tuberculosis. 


Notification!  of  ca.si©s.  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis)  is 
not  in  operation  in  the  area  in  any  regular  form.  Cases  are  not 
numerous,  and  I  do  not  consider1  notification  absolutely  necessary,  as 
most  of  them  come  under  notice  without  notification.  Notification 
might,  hlowever,  draw  attention  to  the  mild  and  curable  cases  in  the 
early  stages'  of  the  disease,  when  instructions  might  be  given  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  disease  and  what-  precautions  should  be  taken  to-  prevent 
its  spread.  The  Council  Sanctioned  the  printing  of  a  card  giving  this 
necessary  information  and  advice  upon  this  subject,  which  is  held  over 
for  the  present.  Public  elementary  school  children,  when  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis,  are  struck  off  the  school  register. 


House  Accommodation  for  the  Working  Classes. 

The  area  is  now  well  provided  with  houses  suitable  for  the 
working  classes,  and  building  still  goes  on.  The  new  houses  are  a 
great  improvement  upon  the  old  ones  both  as!  regards  situation, 
surroundings,  air’-sptace,  arid  sanitary  arrangements.  Supervision 
over  the  erection  of  new  houses  is  most  carefully  attended  to  by  the 
Surveyor,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Building  and  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  occupations!  of  the  working  classes  are  such  as  are  usually 
found  in  a  small  agricultural  town,  and  are  not  prejudicial  to  the- 
general  health. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Tire  main  sewers  of  the  town  have  nearly  all  been  relaid  during 
recent  years  with  new  sanitary  pipes,  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 
The  escape  of  sewer  air  from  the  manholes  ha-s  also  been  largely  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  erection  of  ventilating  shafts  at  points  of  advantage  and 
convenience  carefully  chosen.  As  to  the  drains  on  private  property, 
those  recently  laid  under  supervision  are  good,  but  those  of  the  older 
property  are  generally  the  reverse. 

The  old  Sewage  Works  in  Spring  well  Lane  have  again  been 
utilised  to  the  best  of  their1  power  for  treating  the  sewage  of  the  town 
by  precipitation  in  am  inefficient  manner.  Quantities  of  sludge  have  been 
precipitated  in  the  tanks  as-  formerly,  and  although  there  is  no  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  effluent,  or  indeed  was  this  to  be  expected  ;  and  although 
the  Komanby  Beck  is  still  polluted  by  other  township's  as  formerly, 
the  condition  of  this  beck  during  the  past-  year  lias  not  been  nearly  so 
foul,  neither  have  we  had  the  loud  complaints  from  farmers  or  occupiers 
ot  land  further  down  the  stream.  This  was  entirely  due,  I  think,  to 
the  unusually  cold  sunless  summer,  together  with  the  frequent  cleansing 
of  the  bed  of  the  stream  by  repeated  small  flooding  of  the  beck  caused 
by  the  extra  rainfall. 
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After  many  delays  and  disappointments — unavoidable  delays 
which  could  not  be  foreseen,  and  disappointments  felt  perhaps  more  by 
members  of  the  Urban  Council  than  by  others — It  is  most-  gratifying 
to-  think  a  commencement  has  at  last  been  made  with  the  New  Sewage 
Disposal  Works.  The  site*,  an  excellent  one,  was  most  carefully  chosen, 
and  is  situated  below  Ronianbv,  but  not  so  far  down  the  stream  as  at 
one  time  contemplated.  The  first  sod  wasi  cut  on  November  22nd,  and 
the  work  has  since  been  pushed  on  with  all  speed,  but  how  long  it  will 
take  to  complete  the  works  and  put  them  into  operation  it  is  at  present 
impossible  to  say  with  certainty. 

The  scheme,  on  the  double  filtration  principle,  is  similar  to  the 
disposal  works  visited  by  the  Council  at  Kenilworth  during  the  autumn 
of  11)07,  when  several  other  sewage  schemes  were  inspected  ;  and  the 
eminent  engineers  engaged  to  prepare  the  plans  and  carry  out  the 
works  are.  the  same  as  those  responsible  for  the  above  and  so  many 
other  successful  works,  viz.,  Messrs.  Wilcox  and  Raikes,  of  Birmingham. 
As  the  effluent  from  the  works  will  be  discharged  into  the  Wiske,  near 
How  don  Bridge,  and  the  ho  man  by  Beck  will  bei  practically  freed  from 
Northallerton  sewage,  it  is  to  be  expected  this,  stream  villi  be  much 
purified,  and  to*  be  hoped  it  may  not.  bel  long  before  all  other  polluting 
centres  are  remedied. 


House  Refuse. 

Public  scavengers  are  provided  by  the  Authority  to  remove 
ordinary  house  refuse.  None  is  disposed  of  to  the  farmers  as  formerly, 
but  all  led  to  a  tip  which  has  been  provided  in  Yafforth  Lane,  and  then 
so  disposed  of.  Greater  care,  I  think,  is  required  in  having  ashpits 
emptied  with  regularity  and  precision.  Some  by  their  situation,  size, 
or  usage  require  more  frequent  attention  than  others,  and  these  should 
be  marked  down  for  special  treatment.  The  condition  of  the  ashpits 
cannot,  I  think,  be  more  forcibly  expressed  than  the  description  in  my 
last  annual  report.,  a  description  which  still  holds  good,  and  will  lose 
none  of  its  force  by  repetition,  viz.  :  — 

"  The  area  contains  insanitary,  offensive  ashpits,  and  some 
which  are  emptied  by  the  contents  being  wheeled  in  barrows  and 
deposited  in  the  roadway  before  carting  away.  The  fouled  surface  of 
the  road  is  always  'well  sprinkled  with  disinfecting  powder,  but.  this 
method  is  uncleanly  and  dangerous  to.  health.  Privy  ashpits  have 
been  improved  of  late  years:,  and  many  have  been  abolished,  but 
there  is  still  a  great  deal  to  be  done  in  this  direction.  I  trust,  when, 
we  have  an  increased  water  supply  and  efficient,  stowage  disposal 
works  all  these  places,  will  be  abolished,  polluted  buildings  and 
collections  of  tilth  will  be  removed — conditions  which  pollute  the. 
atmosphere,  taint,  the  food  in  crowded  areas,  and  breed  the  gernir 
spreading  house-fly — and  their  place  taken  by  w.c.’s  and  tbe  zinc 
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dust  bin  to  be  emptied  each  week .  Some  new  houses  have  pan 
closets,  which  in  theory  are  an  improvement  on  the  obsolete  privy 
a-slipit,  but  in  practice  the  improvement  is  very  questionable,  as  so 
much  depends  upon  the  cleanliness  and  orderly  habits  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  users,  and  when  carelessly  used  or  improperly  kept  are  as  bad 
as,  if  not.  worse  than,  the  old  system.” 

I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  carrying  out  of  the  above 
scheme  would  not  only  make  the.  town  even  more  healthy,  but  would 
also,  by  the  removal  of  these  objectionable  collections,  make  many 
yards  and  back  premises  more  wholesome,  many  of  the  gardens 
pleasanter  places,  and  many  areas  where  children  play  an  aid  to  health 
rather  than  a  source  of  danger. 

Water  Supply. 

The  present  public  water  supply  is  excellent  in  all  respects  save 
that  of  quantity.  The  quality  is.  of  the  best,  being  pure,  clear,  and 
soft.  It.  is  also  free  from  risks  of  contamination,  as  it  is  gathered  at 
the  springs  after  natural  filtration  through  a  thick  bed  of  oolitic  lime¬ 
stone  on  the  Hamilton  Hills.  During  the  year  with  which  we  are 
dealing  there  has  fortunately  not  been  any  shortage  in  the  supply, 
and  it  was  therefore  never  necessary  to  curtail  it.  This  is  the  first 
time  for  some  years  the  area,  has  been!  in  this  happy  position,  partly 
due  to  the  steady  rainfall  with  no  protracted  drought,  and  partly  by 
the  North  Eastern  Railway  Co.  supply  being  cut  off.  For  giving  the 
necessary  increased!  supply  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a  collecting 
reservoir  above  the  present  compensating  reservoir,  and  therein 
impound  the  waters  descending  a  small  upland  burn.  This  storage 
may  then  be  used  either  for  drinking  or  compensating  purposes.  A 
Water  Bill  embodying  this  scheme  was  before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  March,  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  in  July,  and  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  August  16th.  It  is 
now  the  Northallerton  Waterworks  Act,  1909.  There  should  now  be 
no  difficulty  in  the  work  being  speedily  put  in  hand  and  carried  to  a 
successful  issue. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. 

The  following  is  that  portion  of  my  report  to  the  Board  of 
Education  dealing  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  schools  in  the 
area :  — 

My  la,sf  Annual  Report  to  the  Board  of  Education  dealing  with 
the  Northallerton  School  called  attention  to>  the  insanitary  condition 
of  the  out-offices,  the  state  of  the.  lavatories,  the  poor  uninviting 
arrangements  for  washing  and!  drinking  purposes,  the  need  for  more 
dusting,  washing,  and  cleaning  of  the  whole  building,  for  more  door¬ 
mats,  and  the  want  of  repair  of  the  playground.  Thei  conditions  are 
the  same  to-day,  and  for  further  details  I  beg  to  refer  to  this  report. 
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The-  Infant  School  was  then  reported  to  be  overcrowded,  and 
the  ventilation)  not.  satisfactory .  As  the  infants  were  removed  early 
in  the  year  to*  the  New  Infant  School,  this  no  longer  calls  for  comment, 
and  the  school,  relieved  of  this  number,  is;  no  longer  overcrowded,  as 
the  vacated  portion  provides  additional  space  for  the  hoys’  and  girls’ 
departments. 

Plans  have  been  prepared,  I  believe,  for  structural  alterations 
to.  these  school  buildings  so  as  to  make  them  more  convenient,  and  at 
the  same  time  provide  more  light  and  ventilation.  These  plans  will, 
no.  doubt.,  include  the  much-needed  sanitary  improvements  above 
SDoken  of,  and  I  trust  it  may  not  be  long  before  a  commencement  is 
made  and  the  work  carried  to  a  completion. 

Thei  New  Infant  School  in  Springwell  Lane  is  an  imposing 
structure,  built,  on  modern  up-to-date  lines.  The  interior  isi  pleasing 
in  appearance,  is  well  arranged,  roomy  and  convenient.  The  lighting 
is  good,  but  the  ventilation  of  the  class-rooms  was  at  first  faulty,  but 
this  ha.s  been  remedied  by  making  all  windows  to  open.  The  play¬ 
ground,  cloak-rooms,  lavatories,  and  out- offices  are  all  that,  could  be 
desired.  The  school  has  been  a,  great  success.  Commencing  with 
over  300  scholars,  mostly  transferred  from  the  Temporary  Council 
School  and  the  Old  Infant.  School,  the  number  increased  to  418  by  the 
close  of  the  year.  This  isi  approaching  rapidly  towards  the  full  com¬ 
plement.  of  430  which  the  school  is  designed  to  accommodate. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

As  reported  last  year,  these  places  have  been  inspected,  and  an 
improvement  is  noticeable  as  to  their  cleanliness.  This  will  be  more 
fully  dealt,  with  in  your  Inspector’s  report.  No  action  has  been  taken 
by  t lie  Council  in  causing  dairy  cows  to.  be  examined  by  a  veterinary 
surgeon.  Some  dairymen  have  their  cows  voluntarily  examined,  and 
one  large  daily  in  the  neighbourhood  supplies  milk  from  animals 
found  to.  be  free  from  tuberculosis,  for  which  they  have  a.  ready  sale. 
As  no  tuberculous  cows  have,  come  under  my  notice  I  do  not  know 
how  they  are  disposed  of. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  inspected  as  opportunity 
offered,  and  the  conditions  are  much  the  same  as;  previously  reported. 
Some  qf  the  out-offices,  where  insufficient,  have  been  attended  to. 
There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  area.  The  bakehouses  are  generally 
well  kept  and  regularly  whitewashed.  One  new  bakehouse  with  an 
insanitary  outhouse'  adjoining,  as  reported  last,  year,  was  removed 
elsewhere,  and  no  other  new  bakehouse  lias  commenced.  The  small 
underground  bakehouse  still  has  the  license'  granted  by  the  Council. 

C  w  * 
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Not  special  arrangements  are  made  by  the  Council  for  t-lic 
inspection  of  meat  iiu  thiei  district.,  and  there'  is)  mo  Inspector  with  a 
special  certificate  in  meat  inspection. 

There  are  6  slaughter- ho  usesi  in  the  district,  all  regularly 
visited  by  the!  Sanitary  Inspector.  These  visits;  are  made  at  any 
time,  and  not  at  times  of  slaughtering  only.  The  object  of  these 
visits  being  more  to'  inspect  the  cleanliness!  and  sanitary  condition  of 
the  slaughter-house  rather  than  meat  inspection.  Some  of  the 
slaughter-houses  are  not  in  well  chosen  positions,  but  are  better  kept 
on  the  whole.  There  lias-  been  one  complaint  about  a  bad  smell 
arising  from  a>  slaughter-housei  during  the  year.  Northallerton  is  in 
the  centre  of  a  rich  grazing  district  with  ai  good  supply  of  healthy  fat 
cattle.  Diseased  or  unsound  meat  would  be  unsaleable  here,  and  no 
local  butcher  would  expose  for  sale  such  meat  ini  this  area,  as  it  could 
only  have  the  effect  of  ruining  his  business  at  once.  If  tuberculous 
carcases  are  dealt  in  it  must  be  surreptitiously  by  butchers  or  dealers 
from  thiei  larger  towns  some  distance  away. 

In  conclusion  I  must  thank  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Watson,  for 
bis  kindly  help  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient-  Servant, 

WILLIAM  BAIGENT,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


X  X  X  X  X  X 
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Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Annual  Report 

OP  THE 

Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Northallerton. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  liavei  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
just  ended. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  been  able  to  enumerate  improvements 
carried  out  in  the  worst  places  in.  your  area,,  and  I  have  to  report  that 
these  improvements'  still  continue  efficient,  and  effect  a  permanent 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town. 

Other  improvements  have  been,  added  during’ the  year  now  under 
consideration,  and  being-  done  on  the  best  principle  will  add  further  to 
the  permanent  improvements1  already  carried  out. 


BUILDING  WORK. 

Building  of  new  houses  has  not  been  brisk  during  the  year. 

O  O  v 

Might  houses,  have  been  built  altogether:  2  of  5  rooms,  4  of  7  rooms, 
2  semi-detached  and  1  detached  villas.  Ini  the  latter  baths  and  w.c.'s 
are  provided  inside  and  out ;  in  the  7-roomed;  houses1  baths,  and  w.c.'s  ; 
in  the  cottages'  w.c.'s  outside.  In  no>  easel  has,  an  ashpit  been  built  to 
a  new  house. 


STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

Only  omei  statutory  notice  has;  been  served  during  the  year,  and 
the  required  improvement  was  carried  out  without  following  the  matter 
further.  The  following  are  some  of  the  main  improvements  and 
additions  :  — > 


W.C.’s  added  to  new  and  old 

property . 

17 

Baths  „  „  „ 

...  ... 

8 

Ashpits!  abolished  in]  favour 

of  w.c.  or  pans  ... 

•_> 

O 

Ashpits  improved  ... 

...  ...  ... 

G 

Premises  retrained 

... 

5 

In  addition  tol  thlesiei  two  new  schools  have  been  opened,  which  are 
provided  with  a,  large  number  of  water  closets. 
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A  new  6-incli  sewer  ha, si  been  constructed  to  serve  the  new  Fever 
Hospitals  erected  in  a  held  off  Crosby  lload  ;  also  100  yards  of  12-inch 
sewer  along  the  south-east  end  of  the  prison,  connecting  the  new  6-inch 
sewer  to>  the  main  sewer  flowing  through  New  Row,  the  existing  one 
being  found  to  be  blocked  and  badly  constructed,  being  crooked,  irre¬ 
gular  in  gradient',  arid  without  jointing.  This  was  reconstructed  in 
straight  lines'  in  best  glazed  sanitary  pipes  and  jointed  in  cement,  with 
inspection  chamber  at  each  end.  The  6-inch  sewer  was  laid  by  contract, 
the  12-inch  by  your  own  staff.  The  existing  sewers  continue  in  good 
working  order,  and  have  given  no  trouble.  The  new  sewer  constructed 
last  year  on  the  South  Parade  continues  to  work  efficiently,  and  has 
considerably  relieved  the  somewhat  defective  sewer  behind  the  houses. 
Two  new  connections  have  been  made  during  the  year,  carrying 
3  w.c.’s  and  1  bath,  which  have  further  relieved  it,  and  I  have  reason 
to  anticipate  further  relief  by  new  connections  during  the  pr  esent  year. 


VENT  SHAFT. 

One  more  tall  ventilating  shaft  has  been  erected  since  last 
report  on  South  Parade,  and  ventilates  both  the  new  sewer  in  the 
front  street  and  also,  the  old  one  at  the  back  of  the  south  side. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  against  any  of  these  shafts  with 
respect  to.  foulness,  while  there  has  been  a.  marked  diminution  of  foul 
odours  from  the  surface  grates.  The  number  of  tall  shafts  now  erected 
is  seven. 


OVERCROWDING. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  dealt  with,  the  person  being 
an  old  offender.  The  usual  steps  were  taken,  and  the  number  was 
reduced  satisfactorily  without  prosecution. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

One  new  bakehouse  has  been  added,  and  none  has  been  dise 
continued.  All  are  kept  in  a  fair  condition.  No  action  lias  been 
necessary,  as  suggested  improvements  have  been  carried  out  as 
requested. 


COWSHEDS. 

No  new  cowsheds  have  been  added  during  the  year,  but  one 
defective  wooden  structure  has  been  discontinued.  I  have  inspected 
them  and  found  them:  mostly  in  good  condition,  some  excellent.  The 
whitewashing  and  cleaning  have  been  done  more  readily  and  effectively 
than  in  previous  years,  and,  taken*  altogether,  there  is  a  higher 
standard  of  efficiency  and  sanitary  condition  than  in  previous  years, 

TV  ♦  |/ 


Work  left  oven  last  year  lias  been  done,  during  the  time  the  cows  were 
out  grazing.  Gulliesi  and  drains  inside  have  been  removed,  and  open 
channels  constructed  which  can,  be  easily  cleansed. 


SCAVENGING. 

During  the  year  this  work  has  been  taken  more  completely 
into  your  own  hands,  with  excellent  results,  by  purchasing  another 
horse  for  the  express;  purpose  of  scavenging  work.  Part  time  of  the 
other  horse  is  also,  taken  up  in  this!  work.  The  system  of  procedure 
has  been  adapted  to  suit  the  new  equipment,  and  the  result  is  greater 
expedition  in  removal.  Yon  have  still  to  rely  to  some  extent  on  hired 
carts,  and  when  any  difficulty  arises  it  is  in  respect  to  these  not  turning 
out  to  time,  or  as  arranged.  The  tip  previously  secured,  but  not  used, 
has  been,  properly  enclosed  and  brought  into'  full  use.  Complaints  as 
to-  nuisance  from  nightsoil  being  deposited  cilose  to>  the  town  are  now 
prevented  by  having  all  nightsoil  and  rubbish  carted  to  the  depot. 
After  the  rubbish  has  been  taken  out,  the  manure  is  offered  for  sailei. 

LODGING-HOUSE. 

There  is  still  no,  registered  Common  Lodging-house  in  your 

area. 

FEVER,  HOSPITAL. 

The  joint  arrangements  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year  have 
not  been  fully  carried  out,  but  the  old  hospital  on  T'liinsk  Road  has 
been  closed,  and  temporary  arrangements  made  on  the  new  site. 
Negotiations  are  still  in;  hand  with  respect  to,  joint  use  of  the  new 
hospital  recently  erected  by  the  Rural  Council.  As  mentioned  under 
“  Sewers,”  new  sewage  and  water  supply  have  been  provided,  up  to  the 
site,  and  when  suitable;  arrangements;  are  completed  between  the  two 
Councils  they  will  result,  in  excellent  provision  being  made  in  a  most 
s  u  i  t  a  bl  e  situ  at i  or ii . 


SLA  U  G  HTEI  t-  HO  U  S  E  S . 

During  the  year  I  have  kept  these  places  under  observation,, 
and  found  them  generally  fairly  well  kept.  It  was  found  that  none 
of  them  were  under  license,  and  notice  was  consequently  served  upon 
the  occupiers.  Applications'  have  been  made  for  licenses,  which  are; 
now  under  thlei  consideration  of  the;  Sanitary  Committee.  This;  step 
will  help  to  keep,  a  higher  state  of  efficiency  than  has  been  the  custom, 
as  by  refusing  the  license  the  placet  earn  be  closed  if  your  demands  are 
not  met.  No;  new  ones  have  been!  added  during  tire  year.  One  lias 
been  closed,  arrangements  being  made;  by  the  occupier  for  joint  use  of 
another  place.  This;  is,  a  step  to  be  welcomed.  Ini  a>  town  of  this  size 
one  fairly  commodious;  up-to-date  slaughter-house  would  serve  the 
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purpose  of  all.  One  case  of  unfit  meat  lias,  been  dealt  with.  The 
meat  was  frozen  or  refrigerated,  and  was  being  returned  to  central 
quarters:  in  Leeds.  The  cause  of  unsoundness  was  due  to  decomposition 
through  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  not  due  to  disease;  and,  as  it 
was  not  exposed  for  sale,  no:  proceedings  were  taken.  I  communicated 
with  the  Meat  Inspector  at  Leeds,  giving  him  the  time  of  arrival  of  the 
train,  so  that  he  could  deal  with  it  there,  if  necessary. 


GENERALLY. 

During  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  myself  made  a  searching  inspection  of  the  most  crowded 
part  of  the  town.  The  general  impression  received  in  consequence  of 
that  inspection  was  that  the  next'  move  towards  improvement  should 
be  by  installing  w.c.’s  in  place  of  the  common  privy  and  ashpit 
arrangement  at  present,  existing.  In  many  places  there  are  nice 
cottages  with  ample  gardens  behind,  lout  the  space  between  them  is1 
lined  by  the  privy  and  ashpit.  Where  we  could  see  the  owners  we 
tried  to  show  them  the  need  and  benefits,  of  the  w.c.  and  dry  ashbin, 
b*t  very  much  doubt  that  much  will  be  done  until  the  Council  take 
powers  to  compel  it,  hence  the  desirability  of  the  Council  adopting  the 
1907  Act.  so:  far  as  it  applies  to  the  needs  of  this  district  ;  and  now 
that  the  new  sewage  works  and  water  supply  are:  within  reasonable  dis¬ 
tance  of  accomplishment,  there  should  be  no.  objection  to  this  being 
done  forthwith.  During  the  summer  the  grates  in  the  streets,  and 
yards  have  been  frequently  cleansed  and  disinfected,  and  the  sewers 
Hushed  when  water  was  available. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  a  pleasure  to-  acknowledge  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the:  Council  generally,  and  particularly  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  this 
work,  and  trust  that,  with  a  continuance  of  the.  same,  the  efficiency 
of  the  present  may  still  be  improved  upon  in  the  future. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


WM.  WATSON. 


* 


Northallerton  Rural  District  Council. 


Chairman:  Wm.  SHOUT,  Esq.  Vice-Chairman:  C.  A.  EMERSON,  Esq. 

Clerk:  Wm.  FOWLE,  Esq.  Inspector:  Mr.  G.  EASDALE,  A.R.S.I. 

Medical  Officer’s  Report 


January,  1910. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  your  Area. 

Area  of  district  in  acres 
Population  at  census,  1901  ... 

Increase  of  population  at  census,  1901 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1901  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909 

Number  of  Births  registered  ... 

Number  of  Illegitimates 
Number  of  Deaths  registered  in  Area 
Number  of  Deaths  belonging  to  Area 
Number  of  Infants  who  died  under  one  year 
of  age 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Chief  Epidemic 
Diseases  ...  -..  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis 
Average  age  at  death  ... 

Notable  features  shewn  in  Tables  : — 

I.  A  slightly  lower  Birth  Bate,  24*21  as  compared  with  24*56  for 
the  previous  year.  The  Rural  Birth  Rate  for  the  North  Riding  was 
28*35  in  1908.  The  Urban  Birth  Rate  was  31*85.  The  General  Birth 
Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  26*5  per  1000  of 
population. 

II.  A  higher  General  Death  Rate,  13*28  as  compared  with  12*28 
for  the  previous  year.  The  Rural  Death  Rate  for  the  North  Riding 
was  13*64  in  1908.  The  Urban  Death  Rate  for  the  same  period  was 
15*67,  and  the  General  Death  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales,  14*7. 


63,350 

7,581 

111 

1,710 

4*43 

7,671 

RATE  PER  1,000 
186  =  24*21 
10 

94  =  12*13 
102  =  13*28 

17  =  71-37 

6=  *78 
3=  *39 

48*11  years. 


Ill  A  higher  Infantile  Mortality,  91-37  as  eompared  with  69  1 

for  the  previous  year.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  County  was 
108-05  for  1908. ?  The  Bate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 

121 

iv.  a  higher  Death  Bate  from  the  “  Chief  Epidemic  Dise ases ' 

•78  as  compared  with  -26  for  the  previous  year  The  Bural  Bate  or 
the  County  was  -67  for  1908,  and  the  Urban  Bate  1  90.  The  Bate 
England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  was  1-26. 

TVoie _ “Chief  Epidemic  Diseases”  includes  Small  Pox,  Measles, 

Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  W hooping  Cough, 
Typhoid  Fever,  Continued  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea. 

V  The  Death  Bate  from  Phthisis,  -39,  is  an  increase  upon  the 
previous  year— -26.  The  Phthisical  Death  Bate  for  the  County  was 

*84  per  1000. 

VI.  Epidemic  Influenza— no  death  was  registered  as  ue  o  is 
cause  For  the  years  1907  and  1908  the  numbers  were  5  and  b 
respectively.  The  number  of  Deaths  from  Pneumonia  was  4  as  against 

7  for  the  previous  year. 

VTT  A  lower  average  age  at  death,  48-11  years,  as  compared  with 

4»™,  ui  p”  A  Aa  a  f«  aw,  of  a  " 

aged  65  and  upwards,  19  were  septuagenarians,  and  lo  octo0enana  . 

VIII.  An  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimates-10  as  compared 
with  8  for  the  previous  year  and  7  for  1907. 

SANITARY  WORK  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

The  most  important  item  in  the  Structural  work  for  the  past .  year 
is  the  erection  of  a  new  Fever  Hospital  for  the  Area.  Other  works  o 
importance  which  have  received  careful  consideration  and  are  a 
be  taken  in  hand  are  the  completion  of  Brompton  drainage,  ampr ■ 
ment  of  the  Willow  Garth  at  Bomanby,  and  the  installation 
satisfactory  Water  Supply  for  Nether  Silton. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Yafforth. — The  deep  and  dangerous  gutter  by  the  ^ 

Northallerton  End  of  the  village  into  which  effluent  from  t  e s  g 
tank  discharged  has  been  covered  in  with  164  yards  26in.  sanita  y  1  P 
and  now  discharges  30  yards  further  from  the  highway,  this  gu 
long  beln  a  caus!  of  serious  complaint,  and  danger  to  users  of  the  road. 

rinnhv  Wiske _ The  Sewer  of  this  village  has  been  continued  up 

1  11  a  distance  of  75  yards,  and  now  takes  the  drainage  of  the 

school  Two’ Inspection  Chambers  and  one  ventilating  shaft  have  a  so 

been  provided. 
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Appleton  Wiske. — The  West  Outfall  near  the  roadside  is  a 
nuisance  during  the  summer  months  ;  it  has  been  cleaned  out,  but  the 
ditch  receiving  the  effluent  from  the  settling  tank  is  deep  and  has  very 
little  fall,  a  great  improvement  would  be  effected  by  carrying  the  outfall 
direct  to  near  the  Wiske,  a  distance  of  about  230  yards. 

Langton. — The  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  square,  and  cottages 
opposite  the  school-house  have  been  provided  with  new  sanitary  pipe 
drains  connected  with  the  main  sewer. 

Welbury. — The  foul  gutter  on  the  North  side  of  this  village  which 
received  sewage  from  several  houses  has  been  relieved  of  the  drainage 
and  a  considerable  nuisance  thereby  abated.  The  sewage  from  these 
houses  is  now  delivered  into  a  settling  tank  for  this  portion  of  the 
village.  The  Council  have  further  sanctioned  the  laying  of  a  new  sewer 
to  serve  the  whole  North  End  of  Welbury. 

Nether  Silton. — The  outfall  for  the  West  End  has  been  carried  a 
distance  of  179  yards  further  from  the  village  and  now  delivers  into  a 
settling  tank.  This  work  has  remedied  a  very  serious  nuisance  by  the 
roadside  quite  near  the  village.  Further  improvement  would  be  effected 
by  carrying  the  effluent  from  the  tank  past  Mr.  Milner’s  farm  in  pipes, 
a  further  distance  of  some  200  yards. 

Morton, — The  outfall  for  the  West  End  of  this  village  was  carried 
50  yards  further  from  the  roadside  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year. 
The  work  has  removed  a  grievous  and  long  standing  nuisance. 

Great  Smeaton. — 250  yards  of  6in.  sanitary  pipe  sewer  together 
with  four  inspection  chambers  and  three  trapped  gullies  to  replace  the 
present  defective  sewers.  This  work  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Council  but  has  not  yet  been  taken  in  hand. 

Romanby. — Considerable  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the 
character  of  the  trade  effluent  from  the  Milk  Depot  since  the  re¬ 
placement  of  coke  filters  in  interception  tanks  at  the  Factory. 
Notwithstanding  this  improvement  however,  the  Willow  Garth  is  still 
obviously  unequal  to  the  task  of  dealing  satisfactorily  with  the  volume 
of  sewage  discharged  upon  it.  It  is  proposed  to  underdrain  a  portion 
of  it  and  to  divide  the  available  surface  into  three  sections  which  may 
be  worked  intermittently.  There  is  unfortunately  insufficient  fall  for 
the  installation  of  filter  beds  without  the  aid  of  pumping  plant. 

Brompton. — The  scheme  for  re-draining  the  whole  of  this  village 
by  instalments  has  now  been  in  abeyance  for  two  years,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  scheme  may  be  completed  during  the  present  year  by 
laying  down  new  sewers  and  tanks  for  Water  End.  For  many  years 
much  nuisance  has  arisen  during  summer  time  from  the  bed  and  sides 
of  the  beck  upon  which  house  drains  discharged.  The  erection  of  a 
weir  high  enough  to  back  up  the  water  sufficiently  to  cover  the  evil 
smelling  mud  afforded  considerable  relief  during  the  past  summer. 


Ainderby  Steeple. — A  portion  of  new  sewer,  80  yards,  to  serve 
Thrintoft  end  of  the  village  has  been  laid  down.  This  work  has 
removed  a  long-standing  cause  of  complaint. 

General  Sewerage  of  District. 

During  the  past  six  years,  several  village  sewers  have  been  re-laid 
with  properly  jointed  and  cemented  earthenware  pipes,  and  furnished 
with  interception  tanks,  inspection  chambers,  trapped  gullies,  and 
ventilating  shafts.  These  include  the  whole  of  the  villages  of  West 
Rounton,  East  Harlsey,  Romanby,  and  East  Cowton,  and  portions  of 
Thornton-le-Beans,  Yafforth,  Great  Langton,  Danby  Wiske,  Thrintoft, 
Ainderby  Steeple,  Morton-on  Swale,  Hornby,  Great  Smeaton,  and 
Brompton. 

Much,  however,  still  remains  to  be  done  before  the  sewerage  of 
your  area  can  be  described  as  satisfactory.  Faulty  sewers  formed  of 
common  field  pipes  are  still  to  be  found  at  Brompton,  Welbury,  Great 
Smeaton,  and  Borrowby,  whilst  at  Ainderby  Steeple  a  portion  of  the 
village  is  unprovided  with  a  sewer.  The  outfalls  of  some  of  our  sewers 
give  rise  to  serious  nuisance  in  summer  time,  and  ought  to  be  carried 
further  away.  This  is  especially  the  case  at  East  Harlsey  and  Appleton 
Wiske. 

House  Drainage. 

Although  considerable  improvement  is  being  gradually  effected 
in  this  respect,  the  house  drainage  of  the  District  is  still  unsatisfactory. 
Properly  constructed  drains,  with  trapped  gullies  are  not  general  in 
your  Area  ;  there  is  also  cause  for  complaint  in  respect  of  houses  which 
discharge  drains  into  ditches  by  the  roadside  without  first  passing 
through  cesspools.  The  ditches  referred  to  are  often  in  a  neglected 
condition,  and  give  rise  to  offensive  nuisances  in  hot  weather. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Romanby,  already  referred  to,  is  the  only  village  in  your  Area  at 
which  sewage  is  treated  otherwise  than  by  settling  or  interception  tanks. 

Pollution  of  Streams. 

Several  villages  pass  their  sewage  through  interception  tanks,  but 
do  not  further  deal  with  it  before  discharging  it  into  streams,  while 
others— notably  Osmotherley  and  Borrowby — discharge  sewage  direct 
into  water  courses.  With  reference  to  the  outlets  at  Borrowby  and 
Osmotherley,  I  have  to  note  that,  in  both  cases,  sewage  is  very  largely 
diluted  by  spring  water  carried  off  by  the  drains  which  discharge  into 
rapid  running  streams  not  drawn  upon  for  domestic  purposes.  Con¬ 
tamination  of  the  Wiske  by  Osmotherley  sewage  is  however  increasing, 
and  has  given  rise  to  complaints  of  nuisance  by  resideuts  and  stock 
owners  immediately  below. 
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With  regard  to  the  pollution  of  Romanby  Beck,  it  has  been  stated 
in  previous  Annual  Reports  that  the  Urban  District  Council  were 
taking  steps  for  the  better  treatment  of  Northallerton  sewage  below  the 
village  of  Romanbv.  As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  vour  Area,  I 
have  watched  with  care  the  progress  of  this  scheme,  and  am  satisfied 
that  the  delays  in  developing  and  carrying  it  through  have  been 
unavoidable. 

Systematic  Scavenging. 

Romanby  has  been  regularly  scavenged  during  the  past  year  at  a 
cost  of  £6,  and  Brompton  £18,  with  an  extra  allowance  in  each  case  of 
£1  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  tins,  pots,  and  other  rubbish  unfit 
for  manurial  purposes. 

I  regret  that  efforts  to  let  scavenging  for  other  of  your  larger 
villages  have  not  been  repeated,  as  nothing  would  conduce  so  much  to 
the  cleanliness,  comfort,  and  well-being  of  village  households  as  the 
frequent  and  regular  removal  of  all  filth.  The  adoption  of  systematic 
scavenging  for  all  villages  would  lessen  infantile  mortality,  and  reduce 
the  incidence  and  severity  of  such  diseases  as  Diarrhoea,  Enteritis, 
Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  Pneumonia,  Consumption,  Typhoid  Fever, 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  Puerperal  Fever.  The  chief  difficulty  in  getting 
our  villages  scavengered  is  objection  to  the  work  of  clearing  out  ashpits 
and  privies,  and  unless  the  Council  are  prepared  to  incur  a  reasonable 
expenditure  in  meeting  this  difficulty,  I  am  afraid  that  systematic 
scavenging  will  not  become  general  in  your  area. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse,  etc.,  is  removed  by  private  arrangement  with  neighbour¬ 
ing  farmers,  but  in  nearly  all  our  villages  it  is  found  impossible  to  get 
this  done  as  often  as  is  desirable. 

Your  officers  are  in  constant  conflict  with  property  owners  and 
tenants  with  regard  to  the  proper  construction  of  ashpits,  and  there 
appears  to  be  an  impression  that  it  is  neither  compulsory  nor  desir¬ 
able  to  cover  in  ashpits.  It  may  be  well,  therefore,  to  quote  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  86. 

“  If  a  house  within  the  district  of  a  local  authority  appears  to 
such  authority  by  the  report  of  their  Surveyor  or  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  to  be  without  a  sufficient  water  closet,  earth  closet,  or 
privy,  and  an  ashpit  furnished  with  proper  doors  and  coverings,  the 
local  authority  shall  by  written  notice  require  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
the  house,  within  a  reasonable  time  therein  specified,  to  provide  a 
sufficient  water  closet,  earth  closet,  or  privy,  and  an  ashpit  furnished 
as  aforesaid,  or  either  of  them  as  the  case  may  require.” 
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INSPECTIONS. 


h, addlt!onto  inspections  m  consequence  of  complaints  and  out¬ 
breaks  ^  of  infectious  diseases,  inspections  under  the  Workshops  and 
1  actones  Act,  _  inspections  of  Schools,  and  inspections  under  the 
He  ulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  house- 

CrenT Sq  lns,fctl0I?s  have  been  made  at  Danby  Wiske,  Grea^Lamnon 
Great  Smeaton,  Appleton  Wiske,  Romanby,  Yafforth,  and  Eplm! 

Below  is  a  summary  of  work  done  in  connection  with  these  inspections 


6  samples  of  water  taken  and  examined. 

105  new  inspections  made. 

200  re-inspections. 

» 

10  statutory  notices  served. 

1  preliminary  notice  served. 

96  letters  written  re  sanitary  defects. 

houses  disinfected  by  Inspector. 

6  cases  disinfectants  supplied. 

15  new  sanitary  pipe  drains  laid. 

•  9  old  drains  opened  out,  repaired,  and  re-laid. 

31  trapped  gullies  provided. 

1  new  water  closet. 

3  new  urinals  built. 

26  new  privies  and  ashpits  built. 


11  existing  ashpits  repaired,  covered  and  cemented  out. 

14  sanitary  pans  provided. 

8  offensive  gutters  cleaned  out  and  offensive  deposits  removed. 

6  ashpits  cleaned  out  by  order  (besides  the  whole  of  those  in 
trompton  and  Romanby  every  3  months). 

3  new  cesspools  built. 

—  old  cesspools  filled  up. 

6  yard  pavings  repaired. 

4  new  spoutings  provided. 

1  new  well  sunk. 

6  pumps  repaired,  and  wells  cleaned  out  and  attended  to. 

7  Cowhouses  better  ventilated  and  provided  with  more  light. 

1  new  floor  laid  and  air  grates  put  in. 

10  plans  of  new  houses,  &c.  submitted  and  approved. 

^  ”  »  >>  and  after  amendment,  approved. 
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Infectious  Diseases  dealt  with  during  the  Year* 

Twelve  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
against  28  for  the  preceding  year,  and  80  for  the  year  1907. 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act  was  adopted  for  your 
area  in  1896,  and  below  are  the  numbers  of  notifications  received  since 
that  date : — 


1896 

105 

1903 

•  »  • 

14 

1897 

48 

1904 

•  •  • 

45 

1898 

59 

1905 

62 

1899 

95 

1906 

•  •  • 

41 

1900 

65 

1907 

•  »  • 

30 

1901 

52 

1908 

•  •  • 

28 

1902 

87 

1909 

•  •  • 

12 

Average  for  the  fourteen  years,  58. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  for  the  past  year  is  the  lowest  record¬ 
ed,  the  next  lowest  being  14  for  the  year  1903.  Unhappily,  however, 
the  case  mortality  for  the  year  is  the  highest  recorded,  being  25  per 
cent,  of  cases  notified.  With  regard  to  non-notifiable  infectious 
diseases,  I  have  also  to  record  the  following  mortality — measles  2, 
whooping  cough  1,  pneumonia  4,  phthisis  3,  and  other  tubercular 
diseases  3.  No  death  was  registered  as  due  to  diarrhoea,  septic  diseases, 
or  influenza. 


The  following  analysis  shews  the  incidence  of  notified  infectious 
cases  during  the  year  : — 


January. 

February. 


Nil. 


Diphtheria — 1  at  Osmotherley. 

1  at  Ainderby. 

March.  Diphtheria — 1  at  Osmotherley. 

April.  Scarlet  Fever — 5  at  Appleton  Wiske. 

May.  Nil. 

June.  Nil. 

July.  Nil. 

August.  Nil. 

September.  Nil. 

October.  Erysipelas — 1  at  Stank. 

November.  Enteric — 1  at  Osmotherley. 

December.  Scarlet  Fever — 2  at  Ainderby. 

It  may  be  seen  from  the  analysis  that  of  12  cases  notified,  7  were 
scarlet  fever,  3  diphtheria,  1  enteric  fever,  and  1  Erysipelas. 
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During  six  months  of  the  year  no  notifications  were  received. 
During  the  month  of  April  5  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  at 
Appleton  Wiske.  At  no  other  time  were  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
epidemic  in  any  part  of  this  area. 

Outbreaks  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  occurred  however 
during  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  November,  causing  three 
deaths  and  interfering  seriously  with  school  attendance  at  Brompton, 
Ainderby  Steeple,  and  Thornton-le-Beans. 

Diphtheria.— 8  cases,  2  at  Osmotherley  and  one  at  Ainderby 
Steeple,  none  were  traceable  to  antecedent  cases.  One  at  Osmotherley 
proved  fatal  notwithstanding  treatment  by  Antitoxin  and  tracheotomy. 
This  case  occurred  in  a  house  which  was  not  clean,  and  near  to  which 
a  number  of  poultry  were  kept.  The  fatal  result  was  probably  due  to 
delay  in  calling  in  medical  aid.  The  house  was  thoroughly  disinfected 
and  cleaned,  and  the  poultry  run  abolished.  There  has  been  no  further 
case.  The  house  has  been  re-visited  from  time  to  time  and  there  is 
some  improvement  as  to  cleanliness,  but  it  does  not  appear  possible  to 
get  some  householders  to  see  the  dirty  condition  of  their  surroundings. 

The  yard  pavement  and  spouting  of  this  cottage  are  much  out  of 
repair  and  notices  were  served  upon  the  owner,  the  defects  however  are 
still  unremedied.  In  connection  with  the  other  cases  nothing  note¬ 
worthy  was  observed. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Seven  cases  were  notified,  five  at  Appleton  Wiske, 
and  two  in  one  household  at  Ainderby.  The  Appleton  Wiske  cases  were 
due  to  infection  imported  from  the  neighbouring  Area  of  Stokesley. 
One  of  these  cases  proved  fatal,  the  immediate  cause  of  death  being 
acute  Nephritis.  I  was  unable  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  to  which 
the  Ainderby  cases  were  due,  severe  l^easles  was  epidemic  in  the 
neighbourhood  at  the  time. 


Enteric  Fever. — One  case,  which  unhappily  proved  fatal,  this 
occurred  in  a  clean  and  well  kept  household,  the  only  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  found  were  the  too  close  proximity  of  a  pig-sty,  and  obsolete 
bell  traps  to  drains,  attention  was  called  to  these  defects  and  their 
discontinuance  urged. 

Printed  or  verbal  instructions  were  given  to  householders,  and 
disinfectants  supplied  when  necessary.  In  needful  cases  premises  are 
disinfected  by  Mr.  Easdale,  in  one  case  bedding  and  clothing  were 
destroyed. 


Fever  Hospital. — The  new  Fever  Hospital  is  now  completed  and 
will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  as  soon  as  furnished.  In  my 
last  Annual  Report  reference  was  made  to  an  agreement  with  the  Urban 
Authority  to  undertake  jointly  the  laying  down  of  a  common  water 
main  and  a  sewer  from  the  Hospital  field  to  the  town.  These  works 
have  now  been  carried  out.  The  Hospital,  by  Messrs.  Spiers  &  Co.,  of 
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Glasgow,  is  of  wood  and  iron  on  a  brick  foundation.  The  accommoda¬ 
tion  provided  comprises  two  wards  of  4  beds  each,  two  single  wards  tor 
private  patients  or  special  cases,  and  an  administrative  block. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  has  been  maintained  in  readiness  for 
possible  cases,  fortunately  however  none  occurred. 


WATER  SUPPLIES* 

Brompton. — During  the  past  summer  there  was  no  shortage  of 
water  as  was  the  case  during  the  summer  of  1908  when  much  incon¬ 
venience  was  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  for  cutting  o 
the  supply  at  night  and  occasionally  for  a  few  hours  during  the  day. 
The  Urban  Council  have  now  obtained  Parliamentary  powers  tor  the 
construction  of  a  large  .storage  reservoir  for  maintaining  the  service 
whenever  the  ordinary  supply  falls  below  normal.  When  this  wor  is 
completed  all  fear  of  a  water  famine  at  Brompton  will  be  removed; 
this  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  inhabitants  ot 
Brompton  who  are  now  accustomed  to  pure  water,  and  have  in  con¬ 
sequence  enjoyed  for  some  years  comparative  freedom  from  epidemics 
of  Diphtheria  and  water  borne  diseases. 

There  are  still  some  houses  in  Brompton  unsupplied  with  water 
from  the  mains.  A  year  ago  three  samples  were  examined  and  reporte 
unfit  for  domestic  purposes,  but  the  Council  declined  to  take  any  action. 

Osmotherley. — The  water  supply  for  this  village  was  fully  dealt 
with  bv  Mr.  Easdale  and  myself  in  last  year’s  report.  None  ot  the 
recommendations  then  made  have  been  acted  upon..  wou  c  ie  er 
especially  to  the  recommendations  that  a  larger  service  reservoir  be 
installed  in  a  safer  position  ;  and  that  the  mains  should  be  extended  to 
the  South  and  West  ends  of  the  village.  These  recommendations 
could  be  easily  carried  out  and  would  greatly  benefit  the  village,  it  is 
therefore  difficult  to  understand  why  the  necessary  works  are  not  taken 

in  hand. 

Winton. _ The  new  water  supply  for  Winton  is  now.  completed. 

The  water,  which  is  of  excellent  quality,  is  brought  by  gravitation  from 
a  spring  in  the  hill  near  Winton  Covert,  and  is  proving  a  great  boon  to 
houses  which  were  formerly  dependent  upon  highly  polluted  wells. 

Cowton.— The  new  well  at  High  End  sufficed  during  the  past 
Summer.  1  must,  however,  remind  the  Council  that  this  well  failed 
durino-  the  Summer  1908,  and  that  it  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  furnish 
water* during  a  droughty  time.  It  is  known  that  there  are  under¬ 
ground  springs  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  therefore  very  necessary 
and  desirable  to  find  an  additional  water  supply  either  by  boring 
deeper  or  by  sinking  another  well. 
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Welbury. — A  very  deep  well  has  been  sunk  at  Welbury.  This 
well  passes  through  a  very  deep  stratum  of  tenacious  clay,  and  will 
furnish  a  safe  supply  so  long  as  adequate  precautions  are  observed 
against  surface  contamination. 

Appleton  Wiske. — The  new  well  at  the  North  End  of  Appleton 
became  contaminated  during  the  wet  weather  of  last  spring,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  divert  storm  water  and  afford  better  protection  to 
the  well  top  and  service  pipe. 

Borrowby. — The  High  End  of  Borrowby  is  supplied  by  a  well, 
and  the  centre  of  the  village  by  a  spring  from  which  water  is  carried  in 
pipes  to  the  South  End.  The  West  End  is  supplied  by  another  spring, 
the  water  being  collected  in  a  trough  and  delivered  by  tap  on  the  road 
side.  In  dry  weather  the  well  at  the  North  End  sometimes  fails  and  water 
has  then  to  be  carried  by  users  a  distance  of  some  300  yards.  The 
collecting  tank  at  South  End  was  liable  to  pollution  by  storm  water 
and  required  better  protection  ;  this  has  been  done.  During  severe 
frosts  the  ta.ps  here  are  liable  to  freeze  and  I  would  suggest  that  the 
duty  of  thatching  or  otherwise  protecting  the  taps  from  frost  when 
necessary  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Parish  Council  or  by  some 
responsible  resident.  Notice  should  also  be  posted  forbidding  the  use 
of  unclean  vessels  for  carrying  away  water  from  the  trough  at  West 
End,  as  from  time  to  time  we  receive  complaints  of  this  being  done. 

High  Silton.  — This  village  enjoys  the  great  advantage  of  a 
constant  supply  of  pure  spring  water  close  at  hand  and  sufficient  for 
all  requirements. 

Nether  Silton. — Some  years  ago  your  Council  undertook  the 
construction  of  works  for  a  water  supply  to  this  village,  negotiations 
were  settled  and  all  arrangements  for  commencing  the  work  were  com¬ 
pleted,  when  the  scheme  was  retired  in  favour  of  a  voluntary  under¬ 
taking  which  was  favoured  by  the  Parish  Council.  This  has  at  length 
fallen  through  notwithstanding  the  expenditure  of  much  time,  trouble, 
and  monetary  expense  by  Sir  Arthur  Lawson.  Negotiations  by  your 
Council  were  renewed  and  arrangements  for  commencing  the  work  are 
almost  completed.  Below  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Easdale’s  report  and 
estimate  for  submission  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Nether  Silton  Water  Supply. 

“  Under  the  proposed  Scheme  it  is  intended  to  take  the  water  from 
a  spring  rising  in  the  plantation  near  the  north-east  corner  of  the  field, 
numbered  13  on  the  25  inch  Ordnance  Sheet  No.  lxxi.,  4,  collect  it  in 
a  reservoir  (covered),  and  thence  by  means  of  a  3  in.  cast  iron  main 
convey  it  to  the  village. 

The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  will  be  more  than  75  feet  above  the 
school,  the  village  to  be  supplied  being  still  lower. 
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The  spring  is  one  of  many  which  go  to  form  the  Penny  Beck, 
which  afterwards  joins  the  Sorrow  Beck  and  eventually  the  Cod-beck. 

The  population  is  about  100  plus  50  school  children,  making  loO. 
Allowing  15  gallons  per  head  per  day,  would  make  2250  gallons,  and  a 
three  days’  supply  6750  gallons,  for  which  the  reservoir  will  be  built. 

The  water  is  11  soft  ”  and  of  excellent  quality. 

The  spring  yields  at  the  rate  of  240  gallons  per  hour,  oi  5760 
gallons  in  24  hours,  and  has  never  been  known  to  vary.  The  water 
will  be  collected  in  a  small  collecting  tank,  and  conveyed  thence  to  the 
reservoir,  some  few  yards  away. 

The  School  Managers  will  lay  the  water  on  from  the  mam,  across 
the  road,  into  the  school  yard,  and,  in  the  village,  it  is  proposed  to  have 
three  (3)  stand  pipes  (anti-freezing  pattern)  or  pillar  fountains. 

The  distance  from  the  spring  to  the  lowest  and  farthest  end  of 

the  village  is  1540  yards. 


The  estimated  cost  is  as  follows  : — 

1540  yards  of  3in.  cast  iron  main  laid  complete,  at 
3s.  per  yard 

1  Sluice  Valve,  near  school 
1  „  Hydrant  (at  lowest  end) 

3  Pillar  Fountains,  at  £4  4s.  Od.  each 


Reservoir  *.  complete  with  concrete  foundation,  con¬ 
crete  roof,  2  ventilators,  3  iron  doors 
(for  inspection,  &c.),  2  disc  valves  and 
copper  screen 
Railings,  around  reservoir 
Contingencies 


£ 

s. 

d. 

231 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

2 

5 

0 

12 

12 

0 

247 

7 

0 

64 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

28 

3 

0 

£350 

0 

0 

January,  1910. 


GEO.  EASDALE, 

Surveyor. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS 

REGULATIONS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council,  or  by  any  other  authority 
acting  under  special  powers  in  causing  dairy  cows  in  the  district  to  be 
examined  by  veterinary  surgeons.  Some  stock  owners  have  however 
had  their  cows  tested  voluntarily  ;  re-acting  animals  were  in  some  cases 
destroyed,  and  in  others  sent  to  the  A^arts  and  sold.  It  is  now  possible 
to  purchase  milk  here  which  is  guaranteed  to  be  from  non-tuberculous 

cows. 
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During  the  year  all  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  from  which  milk  is  sent 
to  the  Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society’s  Depot  at  Romanby  have  been 
inspected.  Many  farms  supplying  milk  to  Smeaton  Creamery,  and 
others  sending  milk  direct  to  towns  have  also  been  inspected.  In  most 
cases  defects  both  structural  and  administrative  were  found  ;  many 
of  these  have  been  remedied,  while  others  remain  to  be  dealt  with.  It  may 
be  noted  here  that  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  towns  receiving  milk, 
&c.  from  your  Area  now  have  authority  to  visit  for  the  purpose  of 
inspection,  and  that  several  such  inspections  have  already  been  made. 
Difficulties  are  met  with  particularly  in  cases  where  the  tenant  is  taking 
up  milk  supply  on  farms  having  buildings,  etc.,  which  do  not  comply 
with  the  Regulations  relating  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds ;  in  some  of 
these  cases  it  is  not  possible  to  get  owners  to  incur  expenditure 

necessary  to  make  the  required  alterations  and  improvements.  Owners 
maintaining  that  the  farms  were  not  let  as  dairy  farms  and  that 
responsibility  for  non-compliance  in  such  cases  rests  with  the  tenant. 

With  regard  to  air  space  for  cows  habitually  turned  out  for  a 
portion  of  each  day,  there  is  no  figure  fixed  by  the  Regulations,  the 
omission  is  to  be  regretted  and  should  be  remedied  as  the  absence  of  a 
definite  figure  has  already  been  given  as  sufficient  answer  in  the  case  of 
a  newly  erected  cow-byre  with  obviously  inadequate  space  for  the  number 
of  cows  stalled. 

600  feet  is  a  reasonable  minimum  for  adoption  and  should  be 
strictly  adhered  to  in  the  case  of  all  newly  erected  byres. 

The  amount  of  extra  work  involved  in  adminstering  these  regu¬ 
lations  in  a  scattered  area  such  as  this  is  very  great  indeed,  and  with  a 
view  to  help  your  officers  the  Council  approved  the  issue  of  a  circular 
letter  to  owners  and  occupiers  interested  in  the  milk  trade.  The  regu¬ 
lations  were  advertised  but  do  not  appear  to  have  been  seen  by  those 
mostly  concerned — at  any  rate  with  exceedingly  few  exceptions,  nothing 
whatever  had  been  done  to  remedy  the  bad  sanitation  for  which  the 
Regulations  were  drawn  up.  Below  is  copy  of  circular  letter  : — 

Rural  District  Council  of  Northallerton. 

Clerk,  Northallerton, 

W.  Fowle,  Solicitor.  October,  1909. 

Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  which  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1908, 

and  in  the  course  of  Inspections,  the  following  defects  are  still  frequently 

found. 

I.  Structural. — 

Insufficient  Light. 

Insufficient  Ventilation. 

Insufficient  Water  Supply. 
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Floor  difficult  to  clean. 

Channels  that  do  not  carry  off  liquid  readily. 

Drain  inlets  wihin  the  byre. 

Absence  of,  or  unsuitable  position  of  tank  or  other  receptacle 
for  liquid. 

II.  Administrative. — 

Roof  and  walls  not  kept  clear  of  dust  and  cobwebs. 

Roof  and  walls  not  limewashed  twice  a  year. 

Floors  not  thoroughly  swept  once  a  day. 

Choked  drains. 

Accumulations  of  dung  and  liquid  not  at  a  proper  distance 
from  doors  and  windows. 

Sufficient  care  not  taken  to  insure  that  the  udders  and  teats 
of  cows  are  thoroughly  clean,  and  that  the  hands  of 
persons  milking  such  cows  are  also  thoroughly  clean. 

Every  person  who  shall  offend  a, gainst  any  of  the  Regulations  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  £5. 

The  Council  are  satisfied  that  the  requirements  are  reasonable  and 
necessary,  and  they  hope  that  owners  and  occupiers  will  comply 
without  delav. 

Yours  truly, 

WILLIAM  SHOUT,  Chairman. 

Wholesale  Dairies. — There  are  two  large  societies  within  the 
area  dealing  with  milk  and  milk  products,  cream,  butter,  and  cheese, 
These  are  the  Smeaton  Creamery,  Ltd.,  at  Great  Smeaton,  and  the 
Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society  at  Romanby.  The  bulk  of  the  milk, 
etc.,  dealt  with  by  these  factories  is  disposed  of  outside  the  area.  In 
the  case  of  Smeaton  Creamery  the  milk  is  obtained  entirely  from  the 
immediate  neighbourhood.  All  milk  received  here  is  first  Pasteurized 
and  then  chilled.  About  two-thirds  of  it  is  separated  for  cream,  and 
the  remainder  for  butter.  Cheese  is  made  only  when  there  is  excess  of 
milk  supply.  Separated  milk  is  returned  to  the  farm.  Drainage  from 
this  dairy  is  disposed  of  separately  and  does  not  discharge  into  the 
public  sewers. 

In  the  case  of  the  Wensleydale  Pure  Milk  Society  the  bulk  of  the 
milk  passing  through  the  factory  is  imported  from  neighbouring 
areas.  During  the  Summer  months  the  milk  is  Pasteurized  as  soon  as 
received.  During  the  Winter  months  it  is  chilled  to  34  degs.  Far. 
Nearly  all  the  milk  received  at  this  dairy  is  sent  out  again  as  whole 
milk,  either  in  bulk  or  in  bottles,  only  a  remainder  being  made  into 
butter  and  cheese.  All  bottles  and  other  vessels  used  for  the  transport 
of  milk  are  washed  and  sterilized  at  the  dairy. 

Milk  Shops  . — As  this  is  a  purely  rural  area  there  are  few  milk 
sellers  other  than  those  supplying  the  large  dairies,  these  have  been 
visited  and  found  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
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Slaughter  Houses,  &c. 

There  are  8  in  the  Area,  and  they  are  not  visited  specially  at  times 
of  slaughtering.  On  the  whole  slaughter  houses  are  satisfactory  as  to 
cleanliness  and  limewashing.  In  three  instances  sufficient  care  was 
not  exercised  to  prevent  blood  passing  into  the  drains. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  no  special  arrangements  made  by  the  Council  for  the 
inspection  of  meat  in  the  district.  Meat  is  inspected  by  the  Medical 
Officer  in  the  ordinary  course  of  inspection  of  butchers’  shops  and 
slaughter  houses.  I  have  not  met  with  any  tuberculous  meat  nor  have 
1  met  with  any  complaint.  I  have  not  however  examined  offal  for 
signs  of  tuberculous  disease.  The  quality  of  meat  killed  and  sold 
within  this  and  the  Urban  Areas  is  perhaps  the  best  in  the  country. 
Vv  e  are  at  the  centre  of  excellent  grazing  country,  and  it  may  safely  be 
stated  that  unsound  meat  of  any  kind  is  unsaleable  here.  Unsound 
animals,  if  not  destroyed,  are  disposed  of  elsewhere  than  here  ;  and 
carcases  of  animals  killed  under  suspicious  circumstances,  if  sold  at  all 
for  human  consumption,  are  dealt  with  surreptiously.  There  have 
again  been  three  cases  of  anthrax,'  carcases  were  cremated,  and  the 
instructions  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  carried  out. 

Offensive  Trades. 

None.  There  is  however  considerable  traffic  in  town  manure  at 
some  of  our  country  stations,  which  occasionally  gives  rise  to  nuisance, 
and  danger  to  health.  In  response  to  repeated  representations  by  your 
Council,  this  traffic  is  now  dealt  with  more  promptly.  The  new  siding 
at  Cowton  Station  has  proved  a  great  relief  to  the  travelling  public, 
and  the  railway  officials  employed  at  this  Station. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  now  only  one  in  your  area — at  Osmotherley.  The  premises 
have  been  improved,  and  the  constable  stationed  at  the  village  appointed 
Inspector,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Overcrowding. 

From  time  to  time  we  are  placed  in  difficulty  by  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  in  villages.  The  householder  may  be  in  regular  work,  but 
his  means  will  not  afford  rent  for  a  larger  house ;  even  if  able  and 
willing  to  take  a  larger  house  often  none  is  available,  while  to  move 
elsewhere  means  loss  of  work.  In  the  majority  of  instances  families 
have  grown  large  under  the  same  roof,  and  it  is,  in  practice,  impossible 
to  deal  with  the  overcrowding  as  a  nuisance  and  turn  out  the  family; 
all  we  can  do  in  these  circumstances  is  to  exercise  patience  and  see  that 
no  reasonable  opportunity  for  obtaining  better  accommodation  is  lc  st, 
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Burial  Grounds. 

Brompton  Churchyard  is  now  full  and  should  be  closed-  Other 
burial  grounds  are  sufficient  for  present  requirements,  but  in  some  cases 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  new  ground  in  the  near  future. 

Danby  Wiske  Churchyard. —  It  is  frequently  impossible  to  inter 
in  this  burial  ground  in  graves  that  do  not  contain  water  at  the  regu¬ 
lation  depth. 

Bye-laws. 

The  model  Bye-laws  (Building)  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  in  force.  Plans  for  new  houses  are  now  submitted  to  the  Council, 
and  we  are  able  to  secure  adequate  provision  for  proper  drainage,  out- 
offices,  etc.,  etc.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  necessary  during  the 
past  year. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act. 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  courtesy 
accorded  me  by  my  professional  neighbours  in  carrying  out  my  duties 
under  this  Act. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

No  action  under  this  Act  has  been  taken  or  needed. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

This  Act  has  not  been  adopted  in  the  district.  Infant  mortality 
in  this  district  is  always  much  below  the  average. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1902. 

Factories. —  Satisfactory  as  to  means  of  escape  from  fire. 

Bake  Houses. — There  is  only  one  in  your  Area. — Satisfactory. 

Workshops  and  Work  Places. 

These  have  been  visited  in  accordance  with  the  Act.  In  all  cases 
sufficient  air  space  was  found.  In  two  cases  there  is  not  adequate 
ventilation. 

There  are  very  few  Workshops  in  the  Area,  and  these  are  nearly 
all  served  by  members  of  the  same  family. 

Lists  of  Outworkers  have  been  returned,  but  in  only  ten  cases  was 
work  put  out  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  the 
dwellings  of  outworkers.  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
(Amendment),  1890,  is  not  in  force  in  this  Area, 


In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act  the  following  registers 
are  kept : — 

1.  Register  of  Workshops. 

2.  Workshop  Record  Book. 

3.  Fire  Escape  Book. 

4.  Record  of  Outworkers. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  have  again  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Easdale,  A.R.S.I., 
for  his  efficient  and  ready  help  at  all  times ;  this  acknowledgment  is 
especially  due  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Easdale’s  time 
and  energies  are  much  occupied  by  other  duties  and  responsibilities. 

Indications  for  Future  Consideration  and  Action. 

I. —The  supply  of  pure  water  by  property  owners  at  Brompton  to 
all  tenants  who  are  still  without  wholesome  water,  should 
be  insisted  upon. 

II* — Brompton. — Completion  of  the  re-sewering  of  Brompton. 

Ill* — The  adoption  of  systematic  scavenging  for  all  your  larger 
villages. 

IV. — Ainderby  Steeple. — The  laying  of  a  Gin.  sewer  from  the 
Schools  up  to  the  “  Wellington  Heifer  ”  Inn,  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  this  row  of  houses.  At  present  there  is  no  sewer 
whatever  for  this  portion  of  Ainderby  Steeple. 

V. — East  Harlsey. — Extension  of  the  village  sewer  so  as  to 
remove  outlets  further  away  from  highways. 

VI. — Welbury. — The  laying  of  a  properly  constructed  sewer  for 
this  village. 

O 

VII. — Thornton-le-Beans. — The  completion  of  the  re-sewering  of 
this  village. 

VIII. — Extension  or  modification  of  sewage  disposal  arrangements 
at  Romanby. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  A.  HUTCHINSON,  M.D. 
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Medical  Inspection  of  Children  attending  Schools  within 
the  Area  of  Northallerton  Rural  District  Council. 

Note. _ The  Schedule  and  Report  relates  only  to  children,  who  are 

midway  in  their  school  career  and  those  wlio  joined  01  left  tlie 
various  schools  during  the  past  year. 

SCHEDULE. 

Particulars  for  the  Year  1909. 


1.  Number  of  visits  paid  to  Schools  and  Departments,  42. 

2.  Total  number  of  children  inspected,  484. 

8.  Number  of  children  inspected  at  various  ages. 


AVERAGE  HEIGHT  AND  WEIGHT  IN 


NUMBER 

OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED,  484. 

ENGLISH 

MEASURES. 

HEIGHT. 

WEIGHT. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

St. 

Lbs. 

male 

8 

3 

04 

2 

64 

9 

at 

8  years  of  age 

female 

1 

3 

2 

2 

5 

male 

8 

3 

Si 

2 

10 

19 

at 

4  years  of  age 

female 

11 

3 

2 

2 

10i 

) 

male 

40 

3 

6i 

3 

0 

74 

at 

5  years  ot  age  f  {emale 

34 

3 

H 

2 

lOf 

„  ,  ) 

male 

13 

3 

9i 

3 

6i 

27 

at 

6  years  of  age 

female 

14 

3 

6i 

3 

n 

\ 

A 

male 

34 

3 

lOf 

3 

64 

80 

at 

7  years  of  age 

female 

46 

8 

8 

3 

54 

male 

29 

4 

0i 

3 

134 

71 

at 

8  years  of  age 

female 

42 

4 

1 

3 

74 

_  n 

male 

12 

4 

34 

4 

8| 

29 

at 

9  years  ot  age 

female 

17 

4 

2 

4 

74 

„  )  male 

4 

4 

H 

4 

7f 

11 

at 

10  years  ot  age 

j  female 

7 

4 

4.1 

4 

4 

i  male 

3 

4 

5  j 

4 

104 

11 

at 

11  years  ot  age 

j  female 

8 

4 

54 

4 

2f 

)  male 

35 

4 

54 

5 

84 

57 

at 

12  years  ot  age 

j  female 

22 

4 

9 

5 

11 

male 

43 

4 

7i 

6 

14 

96 

at 

13  years  of  age 

female 

53 

4 

H 

5 

114 
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4^  Number  of  children  referred  fori 
subsequent  or  further  examin¬ 
ation  . J 

5.  Number  of  children  in  respect' 

of  whom  directions  were  given 
for  treatment  of  defects 

6.  Average  time  per  head  occupied) 

by  inspection  . j 

7.  Statement  of  assistance  given' 

by  Nurses,  Managers  of 
Schools,  Teachers,  Attendance  ’ 
Officers,  or  other  persons 


8.  The  extent  to  which  disturbance' 
of  school  arrangements  was 
involved  by  the  inspection. 


10,  exclusiue  of  those  referred  to 
Dentist,  Oculist,  or  their  own 
medical  adviser. 

167,  exclusive  of  directions  for 
the  care  of  sound  or  fair  but 
neglected  teeth. 

8  minutes,  exclusive  of  journeys, 
clerical  work,  &c. 

There  are  no  School  Nurses  for 
this  Area.  In  only  two  instan¬ 
ces  were  Managers  present  at 
the  examinations.  Teachers, 
without  exception,  have  taken 
great,  interest  in  the  medical 
examination  of  children  in  their 
charge,  and  have  afforded  me 
every  assistance  and  informa¬ 
tion  required.  Parents  were 
present  at  about  one-fourth  of 
the  inspections. 

This  question  could  be  more  satis¬ 
factorily  answered  by  the  tea¬ 
chers.  In  the  case  of  each 
school,  appointments  for  the 
examinations  were  made  only 
after  consultation  with  the 
teacher. 
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Classified  Statement  of  Defects  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  sent 
to  parents : — 


1.  Cleanliness  and  condition  of  skin 

„  n  head 

„  »  body  ... 

2.  Teeth 

3.  Nose 
Tonsils 
Adenoids 

Submaxillary  and  Cervical  Glands  ... 

11.  External  Eye  Disease  . 

12.  Vision 

18.  Ear  Disease . 

14.  Hearing 

15.  Speech 

16.  Mental  condition  . 

17.  Heart  and  circulation  . 

18.  Lungs 

19.  Nervous  system  . 

20.  Tuberculosis . 

21.  Rickets 

22.  Deformities,  Spinal  Disease,  etc. 

23.  Infectious  or  Contagious  Disease  ... 

24.  Other  disease  or  defect 

26.  Particulars  as  to  blind,  deaf, 
defective,  and  epileptic  chil¬ 
dren. 


Number  of 
Children. 

Nil, 

11 
4 
31 
Nil. 
28 
14 
2 
8 

37 
10 
2 
4 
2 

Nil. 
Nil. 

2 

Nil. 
Nil. 

3 

Nil. 

2 


C&t  u  & 

Epileptic, 


properly  cared  for. 


m 


Schools  Closed  through  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  Year  1909. 


School. 

Period  closed. 

Disease. 

Appleton  Wiske  C.  ... 
Brompton  C.  (both 

19th  April  to  24th  May 

Scarlet  fever. 

depts.) 

7th  to  24th  Sept. 

Measles. 

Brompton  C.  (Mixed)... 

1st  to  11th  Oct. 

Measles. 

,,  (Infants) 

1st  to  18th  Oct. 

Measles. 

Thornton-le-Beans  C.... 

1st  to  11th  Oct. 

Whooping  cough. 

Ainderby  Steeple 

16th  to  26th  Nov. 

Measles. 

REPORT. 

My  second  annual  Report  as  Medical  Inspector  of  Schools  for  this 
area  will  differ  but  little  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 

I  may,  however,  note  that  the  work  has  proved  less  disturbing  to 
the  teachers,  the  schools,  and  myself  than  was  the  case  during  the  first 
year,  and  that  the  object  of  medical  inspection  is  better  understood  and 
appreciated  by  parents. 

Generally  it  may  be  said  of  schools  in  this  area  that  they  are  well 
and  conveniently  situated.  One  school,  Kirby  Sigston,  stands  in  a 
Churchyard,  and  is  difficult  of  access  in  wet  weather.  An  admirable 
site  for  a  new  Council  School  has  been  secured  and  building  operations 
are  to  commence  at  once.  When  completed  the  use  of  the  old  building 
as  a  day  school  will  be  discontinued.  Great  Smeaton  School  serves  a 
very  wide  area,  and  children  from  the  more  distant  side  are  brought  to 
school  and  taken  home  in  a  covered  conveyance. 

Ventilation  and  lighting  are  generally  satisfactory.  With  regard 
to  warming  it  may  be  said  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  entirely 
satisfactory  method  of  maintaining  an  equable  temperature  in  the 
ordinary  type  of  elementary  school. 

Much  has  been  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  offices  at  schools 
within  this  area,  and  they  may  now  be  taken  as  generally  satisfactory. 
In  a  few  instances  there  have  been  grounds  for  complaint  owing  to  the 
amount  of  liquid  standing  in  ashpits  attached  to  closets  ;  the  pits  are 
cemented  and  in  summer  time  there  are  no  ashes  to  absorb  the  liquid. 
A  supply  of  peat  moss,  sawdust,  or  dry  earth  would  remedy  this 
nuisance. 

At  Cowton  new  out-offices  have  been  provided  at  a  distance  of  20 
feet  from  the  school  building  to  replace  the  old  closets  and  ashpits  which 
were  built  on  to  the  school  wall  quite  near  the  windows.  The  play¬ 
ground  has  been  re-arranged  and  the  new  part  cemented,  the  larger 
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portion,  however,  is  much  in  need  of  repair,  the  surface  being  wet  and 
dirty  in  bad  weather. 

At  Danby  Wiske  the  drainage  has  been  connected  with  the  village 
sewer.  The  old  ashpit  has  been  abolished  and  sanitary  pans  provided 
instead.  The  boys’  school  yard  here  is  much  out  of  repair  but  is  to  be 
asphalted  at  an  early  date.  The  girls’  playground  has  already  been 
raised  and  paved  with  brick. 

In  other  instances  there  was  found  some  lack  of  attention  to 
necessary  repairs  to  school  floors,  closet  doors,  playgrounds,  and  drains. 

With  regard  to  cleanliness  of  schoolrooms  there  is  some  improve¬ 
ment  since  my  last  report.  It  is  however  impossible  that  schools  can 
be  kept  sweet  and  wholesome  without  more  frequent  applications  of 
soap  and  water  than  any  of  them  get.  Dusting  of  furniture  and 
sweeping  of  floors  are  very  well  so  far  as  they  go,  but  they  are  poor 
substitutes  for  the  good  wash  which  all  our  schools  should  receive  at 
least  once  a  week.  There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  drying 
children’s  cloaks  and  hoods.  At  one  inspection  the  “  school  smell  ” 
was  very  pronounced  and  investigation  disclosed  the  fact  that  infants 
are  sometimes  sent  to  school  before  they  can  be  relied  upon  to  ask  to 
go  out  when  necessary.  Children  should  be  excluded  until  they  are 
dependable  in  this  respect. 

(d)  The  impression  left  by  the  examinations  is  that,  taken  alto¬ 
gether  children  attending  schools  in  this  area  are  a  healthy  race  and 
are  as  well  cared  for  as  most  other  children.  The  averages  of  height 
and  weight  for  the  various  ages  are  found,  with  unimportant  variations, 
to  compare  satisfactorily  with  those  obtaining  for  English  children 
generally. 

Of  484  children  examined,  195  were  found  suffering  from  conditions 
requiring  more  or  less  attention  ;  by  far  the  larger  proportion  of  these 
were  quite  minor  ailments,  such  as  commencing  decay  in  untended 
teeth,  and  moderate  degrees  of  tonsil  enlargement,  requiring  little  more 
than  regular  applications  of  tooth  brush,  mouth  wash,  or  gargle.  Of 
conditions  more  immediately  important  were  found  marked  enlargement 
of  tonsils,  8  cases  ;  Detraction  Errors,  37  ;  Otorrhoea,  10  ;  Adenoids,  10  ; 
Glandular  Englargement,  2 ;  actually  Verminous  heads  (exclusive  of 
nits  only),  11 ;  Goitre,  2  ;  Minor  Epilepsy,  1  ;  Defective  Speech,  4; 
Infantile  Paralysis,  1  :  and  Disabling  Chilblains,  1. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  children  registered  as  suffering 
from  noteworthy  degrees  of  ailments,  it  would  appear  desirable  that 
some  method  should  be  adopted  whereby  cases  involving  actual  disa¬ 
bility  may  be  shewn  differentiated  from  those  which  do  not,  otherwise, 
it  will  be  difficult  to  present  figures  which  are  not  gravely  misleading 
as  to  the  proportion  of  physically  unfit  to  be  found  in  the  school 
population.  Many  children  necessarily  registered  as  suffering  from 
enlarged  tonsils,  do  not  present  tonsils  requiring  excision,  or  which  are 
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likely  to  interfere  with  health  and  development.  Many  of  these  cases 
will  subside  or  give  no  further  trouble ;  such  children  should,  however, 
be  taught  to  gargle  regularly  with  some  cleansing  fluid,  and  their 
parents  should  be  warned  that  these  children  are  more  susceptible  to 
infection  than  children  with  sound  throats.  A  similar  observation 
would  apply  to  adenoids.  With  regard  to  teeth  also,  many  children 
present  extensive  caries  of  temporary  teeth,  and  are  registered  accord¬ 
ingly,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  a  badly  developed  and  carious 

set  of  permanent  teeth  will  occur  in  a  mouth  which  may  be  conspicuous 
by  the  faulty  character  of  its  deciduous  teeth.  Again  ,  with  regard  to 
visual  defects,  it  is  to  be  recognised  that  more  or  less  of  defects  of  vision 
in  one  or  both  eyes  are  often  met  with  in  subjects  who  have  proved 
anything  but  physically  unfit.  A  further  point  to  be  remembered  is 
that  many  children  figure  under  two  or  more  heads  in  the  schedule — 
for  instance,  a  child  found  to  be  suffering  from  dirty  head,  carious  teeth 
and  enlarged  tonsils,  is  taken  account  of  three  times  in  the  classified 
«"  Schedule.  These  indications  point  to  the  need  of  extreme  care  in  the 
publication  of  figures  which  might  otherwise  give  rise  to  needless 
concern. 

(e)  This  is  a  typically  rural  district,  there  being  only  one  manu¬ 
facturing  village  within  the  area— Brompton.  At  Brompton  schools 
an  undue  proportion  of  enlarged  tonsils  were  found,  owing  no  doubt  to 
the  low  lying  position  of  the  village,  the  proximity  of  a  slow  flowing 
stream  which  skirts  the  village,  and  the  consequence  high  level  of 
ground  water.  With  regard  to  other  schools  nothing  noteworthy 
under  this  heading  was  found. 

(/)  During  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  schools  in  affected 
districts  were  visited  with  a  view  to  the  detection  and  exclusion  of 
2  T\y\j.  **  yinreco8'nised  cases.  In  All;-©iiier  instances  exclusion  of  children  from 
infected  households  sufficed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

(h)  There  have  been  no  cases  requiring  the  application  of  powers 
under  the  Acts  of  1893  and  1899. 


J.  A.  HUTCHINSON, 

Medical  Inspector. 


